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Notes from the Pastor…  

Lutheran Service Book hymn 896 

is, “Now Greet the Swiftly 

Changing Year.” It is a call to 

repentance and joy, a call to 

remember what Jesus has done for 

us, and the love that He has for us, and how he provides for all 

we need each year, and He is with us, leading us, protecting us. 

In response, we sing, and we rejoice, and in the refrain for each 

stanza, “With thanks embrace Another year of grace.”  

It is another year of God’s rich grace that we 

enter, knowing he is with us, protecting us, and 

guiding us. And as a church, we are going 

forward knowing that God has led us the past 

100 years and goes with us into the future.  

In January, we are remembering in the gift of music how God 

has been with us through various stages. There have 

been a number of significant events in our past: 

dedicating our first sanctuary, remembering 25 years 

of God’s blessing, dedicating the new building (in 

which we currently worship), and dedicating the 

major addition to this building in 1994. With each of 

those steps, our church sang out praises to our God, 

and we will be singing many of those same songs as 
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we begin our services January 9-30. And the closing hymns 

those Sundays will be the theme hymns for our current 100th 

celebration: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, and Praise 

God, from Whom All Blessings Flow.  

We will also be beginning a new Sunday 

morning Bible Study on January 9: 

Christians in a Woke World. The goal of 

this study is for us to be aware of the 

changing world in which we live, the new challenges and 

opposition that face us as Christians, but also the opportunities 

this brings. The subtitle of this study is: “A Call to Courage, 

Confession, and Love,” and really sums up the goals of this 

study. We want to learn what we face in our world, so there 

will be a bit of history of Marxism. There will be a look at a lot 

of terminology that is being used in society today. But there 

will be an analysis of this all from a Christian perspective and 

how we should respond, and that is exactly as the subtitle 

indicates: with courage in our convictions, confessing clearly 

our faith, and in love and care for our neighbor.  

Finally, I thank you all for your generous Christmas gift and 

remembrances. It is a blessing to be able to serve you with 

God’s Word and God’s gifts. 

God’s blessings to you all in this new year.  

 

Pastor Rob Franck 
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"Streams of Musical Blessings" will be poured out at Mt. Olive 
during the month of January as we continue our 100th anniversary 

celebration activities. We have reviewed service folders from 
previous anniversaries and dedications over the years and selected 

special hymns to be played and sung once again. Beginning 
January 9, opening hymns will be chosen from these earlier 

services. The hymns are still familiar today and serve to remind us 
how our present church is firmly united with its 

past and future. In each case church members sang 
these hymns from earlier versions of our hymnal, 

either The Lutheran Hymnal or Lutheran 
Worship. Words and verses may have been revised 
over the past 100 years, yet the foundational Word 
is the same. Our worship services this month will 

close with one of our two theme hymns chosen for 
this celebration: "Come, Thou Fount of Every 

Blessing" and "Praise God from Whom all Blessings 
Flow." Please reflect on Mt. Olive's "Streams of 

Blessings" through music this month. 

 

100 Year Anniversary 
Save the Date 

Mark your 2022 calendars on  

Wednesday, February 23 at 7pm.  

Jon Farchmin will cover the highlights of  

Mt. Olive’s 100 years. 

 More details to follow next month. 
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Church Office… 

Hello and Greetings  

from the Office!   
 

I hope everyone had a 

wonderful December!  I am 

praying for a wonderful and 

blessed 2022 for everyone!  The days will be longer now, 

and I am looking forward to more daylight!   

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the church 

ready for Christmas, those that ordered poinsettias and to 

the Elders for all they have done for the church building 

this past year.   The church really looked wonderful this 

Christmas!  

New activities are on the horizon! We have some new Bible 

Study’s starting up and we are getting ready for the 100th 

Year Anniversary.  Thank you to all who are the 

“momentum” behind these activities.  I encourage everyone 

to join in these new activities; it really makes the soul 

happy! 

Finally, Happy New Year! 
 

(Don’t forget to check your mailboxes at the 

church.  Pick up your 2022 offering 

envelopes.    If you want to continue to get 

The Lutheran Witness or would like to start 

receiving it, please fill out the form found on page 14 in this 

newsletter.  And don’t forget – those annual reports need to be 

turned into the office by the end of January!  Thank you in advance!) 

Your servant in Christ 

Julie 
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Circle News: 
The schedule is as follows: 

• LWML will be meeting for a Bible 

Study, Tuesday’s at 10:00am at church, 

starting January 11th. 

• LWML will meet Sunday, January 9th after the service 

in the Sunday School rooms. 

• The Priscilla Circle will meet for a Library Day Friday, 

January 28th at 9:00 am. 

 
The next MITES offering will be January 2nd 

Thank you so much for your generous support! 

 THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first 

Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box will be 

next to the exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly inserts regarding 

the distribution of the monies collected.  
The mites collected on December 5 by the LWML 
totaled $76.00, with a year-to-day total of 
$1,601.30. The mites that are collected fund 
mission grants voted on by the district and national 
LWML. The LWML thanks you! 

 

Sunday, January 2nd 
Prayer – Gracious Lord, we all know someone 

who needs to hear the Gospel.  Give us the 

opportunity to talk to them about our faith 

in Jesus.  Work through the words we share 

to them.  Send Your Holy Spirit to open their 

hearts and receive Your message of 

forgiveness and peace.  Lord in Your mercy. 
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New Bible Study Starting in January. 
Several women have asked about starting 
a bible study here at Mt. Olive. So, we will 
be starting a new study here at Mt. Olive 
beginning on Tues. January 11 at 10am. 
We plan on having various leaders to 
share the responsibility.  The first study will be either a booklet 
called Christ and Calamity Grace and Gratitude in the Darkest 
Valley by Pastor Harold Senkbeil ( a wonderful book) or Prayer 
We Speak to God by John Kleinig (the leader for the first study 
has not decided yet).  We hope this will be a way for us to 
reconnect, to study what God wants for our lives and to have 
fellowship with one another.  Please come and join us for a 
study this New Year and come to be an encouragement to your 
sisters here at Mt. Olive.   

 
Church Cleaning and Decluttering 
Our plan for the New Year is to go 
through the church room by room to 
deep clean if it needs to be done or to 
declutter areas that haven't been looked 
at for a while.  Some areas like the new 
bathrooms, the new library and the 
nursery will not need very much work if 
any.  We will work at decluttering first 

and then have work groups come and choose a room to clean.   
We started cleaning the Christmas storage room when we 
decorated the church for Christmas.  We were able to declutter 
that room which probably was the worst in terms of accumulation 
of  storage of things which we no longer use.  Now the room will 
be much neater. 
One big project we have in mind is to dust the upper beams in the 
sanctuary which have not been cleaned for quite some time. 
Would someone be willing to look into renting a basket type 
device in which we could raise someone up to clean the beams? 
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This may involve moving/unbolting the pews before we clean. 
 Hopefully we will have a lot of hands for this job. 
I'm thinking this will be the biggest job we have! 
I was hoping that for our Christmas undecorating day of our 
church which will be on January 7th in the evening we could also 
have a morning group come and work on some things together 
especially if you don't like coming out in the evening. We plan on 
meeting at church by 9am to start working on going through some 
areas.  We will provide coffee, hot chocolate and a morning snack. 
 If you are unable to come in January but are interested in helping 
at another time please let Gayle know.  We will plan several such 
decluttering days before we start in on cleaning throughout the 
year.  Our plan is to have the church cleaned by the start of 
summer. 
Does anyone have ideas for decorating the new bathrooms a little 
and also the walls at the bottom of the steps where the coat area is 
could use something. 
Thank you to all who came out to help with our Christmas 
decorating this year.  Many hands really do make light work.  I 
think that is how the saying goes. 

 
LIBRARY NEWS  

Have you had a chance to look at all the different types of 
books and materials that the library has available for 
checkout? If you have any questions on where to find 
certain types of books or how to use the library just ask 
one of the Priscilla Circle members (Carol Walczak, 
Sandy Iverson, JoAnn Spielman, or Kaye Tanttari). If you are 
looking for a certain book and it is not available just write down the 
name on the wish list located in the library and the Circle will look 
at adding it to the next purchase order. The Circle meets every 2 to 3 
months, usually on a Friday morning from 9am-noon, to shelve new 
books, repair damaged books, and take care of general cleaning of 
library materials. If you would like to help with any of these tasks, 
talk to a Circle member or just show up on the date listed in 
newsletter and bulletin. The next library workday is Friday 
January 28 at 9am. 
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Notes from the Financial Secretary: 

Offering envelopes for 2022 are in your 

mailbox! If you don’t have envelopes and 

would like them, please contact the church 

office or financial secretary Keri Lynn Igo. 

2021 giving statements will be in your 

mailbox before the end of January—call the office promptly 

with any questions or corrections. Those of you giving 

electronically with Vanco will see those offerings posted at the 

end of each month. Thank you for your generous support of 

our church and our missions! 

 
There's still time to get involved in the 

next LifeLight series. On January 9 at 

3:30 in the Upper Room, study begins of 

Obadiah/Jonah/Micah. Pickup a study 

guide in the narthex and do lesson #1 in 

advance of the first meeting. Make 

LifeLight a part of your new year! 
 

“In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  John 1:4 
 

 
Something New in our Card Center! 

New note cards are available on the card rack in 
the church basement elevator lobby. Two designs 
with scripture verses feature a line drawing of Mt. 

Olive's exterior and the large stained-glass window 
above the altar. Inside is blank for your personal 

message. Envelopes included. Packs of 6 cards (3 each 
of both designs) are $3.00 and a pack of 8 (4 each of 

both designs) is $4.00.  

Place payment in the container at the top of the rack. 
(Thanks to Bunny Hein for the note card idea!) 
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LSF 
We are looking forward to starting back up!  
Join us; whether to learn more about your 
faith, have fellowship with people your age or 
just to get away from studying for an hour!  
Starting January 18th, Mt. Olive 
members provide a meal at 6:00 pm. 
Lutheran Student Fellowship meets most 
Tuesday nights for Bible studies and monthly 
fun activities. We meet in the basement of Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church on 2012 E. Superior St. at 7 pm.   

 

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate 

your Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as 

possible!   

 
The next Board of Elders meeting will be  

January 17th at 6:00 pm.  
 

 

“Un-deck the Halls” 

 
We are removing holiday 

cheer January 7th. 

 

Your help is greatly 

appreciated! 
. 
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities 
that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving Offering goes to it 
every year.  It has grown steadily in number of users over this 
last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper 
Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in 
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, 
mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and 
juice. Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles) 
 
Total served thru December = 2 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet 

door in the Upper Room. 

 

 



 14  Highlights January 2022 

Mission Sunday is January 16th 

Lutherans for Life  
 

Our Mission ... 

Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For 
Life. 

Our Vision ... 

Every Lutheran, both individually and in community, 

upholding the God-given value of human life and 
influencing society to do the same.  

Our Philosophy ... 

Lutherans For Life believes that the Church is compelled by 

God’s Word to speak and act on behalf of those who are 
vulnerable and defenseless. The crisis of our times is the 
repudiation of Biblical truth manifested in the wanton 

destruction of innocent human life through legalized 
abortion-on-demand and the growing threat to the lives of 

others through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia. 
Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give a 
Gospel-motivated witness, to the Church and society on 

these and other related issues such as chastity, post 
abortion healing, and family living. We will call God’s 

people to compassionate action and foster life-affirming 
alternatives for those facing difficult 

situations. 

There will  be a free will offering after the service. 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR 

Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally 

produced, regionally recognized TV program with a message for the 

world. The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations.  
 

January 2, 2022 

Rev. Mark Peske; Our Redeemer Lutheran – Cohasset  

January 9, 2022 

Rev. Brad Felix; Grace Lutheran/Trinity Lutheran – Chisholm 

January 16, 2022 

Rev. Stafford Thompson; Hope Lutheran – Cloquet 
 

January 23, 2022 

Rev. Matthew Kohl; Our Redeemer – Cloquet 
 

January 30, 2022 

TBD 
 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
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Lutheran Witness  
Sign-Up 
 

The Lutheran Witness magazine is published 

monthly for the lay people of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod.  It contains a wide variety of 

thought-provoking information including: 

 

 Articles about issues we face every day  
 News about the LCMS 

 LCMS positions on topics of current interest 

 Stories about fellow Christians 

 Features witnessing faith, compassion, and humor 

 Colorful photos and illustrations 

 Special Minnesota North District insert 

 

The current subscriptions for the magazine expire with the March 2022 

issue.  The renewal cost for the next year is $22.56 ... just ~$1.88 per issue. 

In order to receive this meaningful Lutheran publication from April 2022 

through March 2023, please complete the form below (or use the Lutheran 

Witness envelope in the packet of 2021 offering envelopes).  Please place it 

along with $22.56 check/cash in the offering plate or return it to the church 

office by January 30th. 

If you have any questions, contact the church office. 

I/We wish to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine. 

 

My/Our check _____ cash _____ for $22.56 is attached. 

Name  

 

Address  
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Our prayers and condolences Jane Antonson and her 

family for her brother, Mick Pero, who passed away 

Monday, December 6,  2021 .  He had a passion for 

collecting antiques and vintage items found at auctions. In 

addition, Mick spent time feeding the birds and deer in his 

yard and tending to his flowers and lawn.  Mick was a good and kind 

man and will be most dearly missed by his family and friends. The 

funeral was Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at Dougherty Funeral Home, 

600 E. Second Street, Duluth. 

 
Our prayers and condolences to the family of Evelyn 

Frazier, who passed away Saturday, December 11, 

2021.  Evelyn and Jim were long-time members at 

Mt. Olive and were a lovely, vibrant couple.  Evelyn 

loved the Lord and read the bible every day and her faith was her 

strength in later years.  She was fun to talk to, and had a wonderful 

spirit.  She will be sorely missed.  We pray for God’s grace for her 

family while they grieve their loss.   

 

Prayers and condolences for Carol Norlien and her family on 
the passing of her mother, Ellen Gunderson, Wed. 12/22/21.  
Carol and her mother have been visitors at Mt. Olive for quite 
some time.  May God grant his grace to Carol and her family for 
the loss of her mom.  The funeral was held in Maple Lake.  
 
Our condolences and prayers to Pam and Bill Koivisto for the 
passing of  Ilah John; Bill's mother-in-law.  May God’s grace be 
with their family in this time of need.   
 
“For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 

Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s.”  
Romans 14:8                                                                               
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Dear Mt Olive, 
I have once again reached the end of another 

school semester successfully. I want to thank you 

all for your prayers and support you have given 

me this semester. It has been another very busy 

semester, but I made it through. This has been the 

first semester that my college has reopened all 

events since covid began. We still have a mask mandate in Chicago, so 

we did have to wear masks whenever we were indoors. I mentioned a 

lot of the activities in my last letter, but I will briefly go over them 

again. This semester I played ultimate frisbee twice a week, was on a 

Concordia Youth Ministry team, was a sexton for Sunday morning 

services on campus, led evening prayer services occasionally, was an 

acolyte/reader for weekday services occasionally, and went to weekly 

pre-sem meetings. I also attended many other campus events like 

football games, holiday meals hosted by the dining hall, and other one-

time events on campus. My college also partnered with a local movie 

theater which allowed students to watch movies for free which my 

roommate and I took advantage of quite often. Also, during the 

semester one of the theology professors took a van of students to a 

presentation hosted by the Fort Wayne seminary. It was a talk by a 

pastor in Finland who is on trial for booklet he published on 

homosexuality. The booklet he published in 2004 outlined the Christian 

views of homosexuality. Because of it he is facing charges of hate 

speech. We drove down the night before the presentation and met him 

at the seminary and then stayed overnight in the seminary dorms. We 

went to the talk the next day and drove back to campus right after. It 

was a very interesting presentation on Christian persecution. 
I have also so far attended two weekend drills at my unit so far. It was 

very nice to meet my unit and start to get to know them more. My 

leadership there is very good there and everyone is very nice and 

helpful. Speaking of which I have also been informed that my shipping 

date for AIT training is May 25. I will be going to Fort Lee Virginia for 

eight weeks. 
My classes this semester went well. It turned out taking Hebrew and 

German at the same time didn’t go too poorly. My grades this semester 

were a B+ in German 1, a B in Greek readings and A’s in Hebrew, 

Philosophy: Being Human, First Aid Safety/ Injury Prevention, and 

Departmental Psychology. My overall GPA is now 3.88. Next semester 
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I am taking Hebrew 2, German for Reading 2, Greek readings, the 

Philosophy Tradition of Asia, Individual Finance, and Weight Training 

& Cardiovasc Activities. I have also already signed up for the March 

for Life trip in Washington DC that my college goes on. So far, my 

winter break has been very nice. I have been taking this time to relax a 

bit and get ready for next semester. Again, thank you for everything. 

God’s blessings, 
Jacob Franck 

 
A special THANK YOU to All the 

Volunteers of the Church for their efforts 

this season and all year round. The extra 

efforts in decorating, special cards and 

gifts are very appreciated by our 

congregation and visitors.   

 

Thank You 

I would like to thank everyone for their kind 
thoughts and prayers during my recent bout 

with Covid.  I am recovered but really appreciate 
my family at Mt. Olive.  God Bless you all! 

Sylvia Linder 

 
A special Thank you to Mt. Olive! 

Thank you for the lovely gift and card.  The 
picture of the church was wonderful also; the 
church looked so beautiful for Christmas.  It 

really did make feel happy.  Thank you and God Bless 
everyone.  Delila Olson 

 
Thank you so much to Elizabeth and 

Rachel Franck and the Handbell Choir 
for treating us to their wonderful music 

selections this Christmas!  It was beautiful!   
 



 20  Highlights January 2022 

 

January Anniversaries 
08   Kevin & Julie Jones, 34 years 

   

 

January Birthdays 
    4 JaMichael Cline 
  5  Danielle Suronen 

  7 Laura Hass 

  9 Raychel Reiff 

10  Fenix Blacketter 

13 Camille Jones 

17 Katie Hass 

21 Lisa Reinemann 

 Pam Reinemann 

 Carolyn Werkhoven 

24 Marianne Jezierski 

25 Judy Hoops 

  

 

Prayers and Good Wishes! 
Delila Olson 

Holly Suronen 

Dagmar Seybold 


